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             Cruel killings occurred in Austin whereby seven women and one man were killed. The victims include Mollie Smith, Eliza Shelly, Irene Cross, Mary Ramey, Grace Vance, and Mrs. Hancock. All the killings occurred at about midnight. These killings made Austin lose its innocence and entered in the history books notorious reasons (Galloway& Skip, 2010). These horrifying events happened in the 1880s and were referred to as the Servant Girl Annihilator or Servant Girl Murders.
The notions on race and gender roles hindered investigation in the Servant Girl Murder. The killings involved seven black women and one black man. The elected officials were reluctant to believe that one man or one group of men was responsible for the killings for they held that no White man would kill a black servant woman and more attention was put on the blacks who were arrested. Since most of the murders involved blacks and women who are usually discriminated against and that the killings might have been associated with the Whites, then the investigations might be hindered.
The murders were ignored for almost a year because it was difficult to determine the right murderer. The black suspects were arrested and released after they were proved innocent. Jack Ripper also confused the investigators as one of the murderers. The emergence of Jack Ripper affected the investigations on the Austin murder because he began his killings which were more brutal making people believe that the London killers and Austin killers were the same people (Hollandsworth &Skip, 2000). Finally, Jack Ripper’s killings caught attention internationally and Austin’s killings were overshadowed by the London murders leading to a collapse in the Austin murder investigations.
Austin Servant Girl included killings mostly on the black women and the blacks were also the main suspects of the killings. The murderers were ignored after the emergence of Jack Ripper who began more brutal killings and was confused to be the same responsible for the Austin murders. The London killings caught the attention of international countries which led to a stand in the Austin murder investigations.
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